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ABOUT MADAGASCAR

Madagascar is an island located off the
caster:s of southern Africa in the
Indian Ocean. As the world's fourth largest
izland, Madagasear 15 a hiotle Langer than
France but shghtly smaller than Texas.

Madagascar has been isolated from Africa
for over 150 million years. For this reason,
most of the plants and animals found on the
mland exist nowhere else on Earih,

Dhie 1o s remoleticss, ."-‘!.uljugu_'p'.'ur was nol
settled by humans until around 2000 years

ET | he first Malagasy — the name for the

ople of the island -- are descended from
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later and made important contributions to
the unique cultural practices found on the
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After a penod marked by the presence of
pirates along the castern coast, Madagascar
was colonixed ll-}' the French i [':=l|1
century. Madagascar won i indepedence
in 1260 and today &5 a democragic state.




