Madagascar is an island located off the eastern
coast of southern Africa in the Indian Ocean.
As the world's fourth largest island, Madagascar
is a little Jarger than France but slightly

smaller than Texas.

Madagascar has been isolated from Africa for
over 150 million years. For this reason, most of
the plants and animals found on the island exist
nowhere else on Earth.

THE PEOPLE OF
MADAGASCAR

Due to its remoteness, Madagascar was not
settled by humans until around 2000 years
ago. The first Malagasy -- the name for the
' peoﬁlje_f_of the island -- are descended from
"Indoneéi‘?ans who made their way across the
~ Indian ocean. Arabs and Africans arrived Iater
‘and made 1mportant contributions to the. ..
umque cultural pr;uttrces found on the’ 151311&'
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After a Benod marked by the 1 presence of
e plrates along the eastern coa§t Madagascar
was colomzed by the French in the late 19th
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‘MADAGASCAR WILDLIFE

: Madagascars spgel‘es' are endemrc. ‘

ind home to strange annnaly mdudmg
gmud (ax,group of prrmates) tenrecs (si‘rmlar to
spmx had:ge)wg%ng 'ﬂ colored cﬁ’&neleons,
the _un;a’-hké fos f a variety of other crea-
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fate today threaténed with extinction.

You can learn more about Madagascar and its wildlife at

ildMadagascar.org
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